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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Saudi Aramco’s Ajyal Community Development Project is First in
Middle East to Earn Envision Award for Sustainable Infrastructure

WASHINGTON, D.C. - May 30, 2019 - Saudi Aramco's Ajyal Community of Excellence project located
in South Dhahran, Saudi Arabia is the first infrastructure project in the Middle East to earn an
Envision award for sustainable infrastructure. This project is the recent recipient of the Envision
Silver award—an award that signifies the project delivers a range of environmental, social, and
economic benefits to the host and affected communities.

The Ajyal Community of Excellence project, known locally as the South Dhahran Home Ownership
Program, includes site planning, selection, preparation, environmental monitoring; and design and
construction of the infrastructure for the new Ajyal community. In support of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia's 2030 Vision and Quality of Life Program, the project earned an outstanding 102 out of 124
applicable points in the Envision Quality of Life Category!

The overall goals of the Ajyal Community Development project include:

e Promoting a high quality of life by including pedestrian and bicycle paths, attractive
landscaping, and public open spaces for residents;

e Demonstrating leadership in environmental design by optimizing land use and balancing
economic, social, and environmental considerations;

e Smartly locating and constructing utilities and infrastructure to serve the needs of the
community today, while also planning for future growth;

e Creating opportunities for significant commercial and residential development in an area
that was previously barren; and

e Utilizing resources efficiently—including energy, water and materials—during construction
and over the operational life of the project.

Saudi Aramco worked in close collaboration with Nesma & Partners, HOK and IBI to deliver this
award-winning sustainable project.

“l am delighted that the Ajyal Community Development project is the first project in the Middle East
to earn an Envision award for sustainable infrastructure,” said Melissa Peneycad, ISI's Managing
Director. “This project clearly demonstrates Saudi Aramco’s commitment to meeting the needs of its
employees and their families and is a best practice example of genuine sustainable development in
the region. ISI hopes the success of this project will spur other projects in the region to pursue



environmentally sustainable, people-centric outcomes. Congratulations to the entire project team
on earning an Envision Silver award.”

The Envision sustainable infrastructure framework and rating system assesses sustainability in five
categories: Quality of Life, Leadership, Natural World, Resource Allocation, and Climate and
Resilience. Collectively, these categories contribute to positive social, economic and environmental
impacts on a community during the planning, design and construction of infrastructure projects.
Project features that led to the Ajyal Community Development project earning an Envision Silver
award include:

Developing local skills and capabilities

The project team implemented a strong local hiring and training development effort which included
setting a 19% local employment requirement and establishing a formal education plan for each
category of worker hired during construction. A signed agreement between Saudi Aramco and two
contractors led to the creation of a local training center with a set goal of training 1,800 young
Saudis.

Multimodal transportation

As a new master planned community, ease of movement throughout the site was a key focus in the
community’s Sustainable Planning Guide and Transportation Plan. Most homes within the
community are located within a 10-minute walking distance to amenities, such as parks,
kindergartens, mosques, and bus stops. Vehicle-sharing facilities and the transit network are aligned
with bus and commuter routes, as well as centralized retail, office, and recreational facilities.
Sidewalks and sikkas (pedestrian paths between villas) provide pedestrian access along streets and
between residential lots to minimize walking distances.

Resource Allocation

Based in an extreme desert environment, the wastewater system has been designed to reduce
reliance on potable water for irrigation by utilizing greywater. In addition, the storm water system
will recharge groundwater by infiltration. The main source of potable water is seawater from the
Arabian Gulf. The new potable water system is integrated with an existing desalination plant. The
potable water system is also outfitted with a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA)
system that includes real-time water quality and pipe leakage monitoring.
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Images of the project:
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Aerial View of Ajyal Neighborhood Clusters with Amenities within
Walking Distance



MEDIA CONTACTS:

Saudi Aramco:
Media Relations: international.media@aramco.com
W @Saudi Aramco

Nesma & Partners
Salsabeel Alsultan, Branding and Communications Unit Head
+966 13-851-9113; Salsabeel.alsultan@nesma.com

HOK
Stephanie Miller, Director of Public Relations
+1.917.609.9799; Stephanie.miller@hok.com

IBI
Dr. Muhammad Mustafa, Director - Partner
+971 4 454 2304; mmustafa@IBIGroup.com

Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure

For inquiries related to ISI, Envision or the Envision verification process, contact:
Melissa Peneycad, Managing Director | Director Sustainable Projects
peneycad@sustainableinfastructure.org

PROJECT ORGANIZATION INFORMATION:

About Saudi Aramco: Saudi Aramco is a global integrated energy and chemicals company. We are driven
by the core belief that energy is opportunity. From producing approximately one in every eight barrels of
the world'’s oil supply to developing new energy technologies, our global team is dedicated to creating impact
in all that we do. We focus on making our resources more dependable, more sustainable and more useful.
This helps promote stability and long-term growth around the world. www.saudiaramco.com

About Nesma & Partners: Nesma and Partners Contracting Co. Ltd, is a recognized leading contracting
company in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, specialized in diverse fields such as engineering, construction,
electro-mechanical, infrastructure and oil and gas.

About HOK: With offices around the globe, HOK designs buildings and spaces that respond to the needs of
people and the environment. HOK designers are rooted in technical excellence, driven by imagination and
focused on a solitary goal: to deliver solutions that inspire clients and communities.

About IBI: IBI Group is a globally integrated architecture, planning, engineering, and technology firm with
expertise in Intelligence: systems design and software development; Buildings: building architecture,
interior design, building engineering (mechanical, structural, electrical); and Infrastructure: planning,
urban design, landscape architecture, transportation, and civil engineering.

About Envision®: Envision is the product of a joint collaboration between ISI, which was founded by three
national engineering associations: American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), American Council of
Engineering Companies (ACEC) and American Public Works Association (APWA), and the Zofnass Program
for Sustainable Infrastructure at Harvard University Graduate School of Design. Information on ISI and
Envision can be found on the ISI website, www.sustainableinfrastructure.org and this video,
https://youtu.be/eyf-QZzSiug




