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In 2015, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) created the 3D Elevation Program (3DEP) to respond 
to the growing needs for high-quality topographic data across the country. This program has 
the goal of providing wall to wall high-resolution, homogenous elevation data of all 50 states 
and U.S. territories by 2023. These data will be the underpinning of a myriad of projects that 
will address the nations aging infrastructure, advance planning for natural disasters such as 
wildfires, floods, and landslides, bringing broadband to underserved and remote parts of the 
country, and making us more resilient against an ever-changing climate. 3DEP has been 
successful to date by engaging and partnering with the entire geospatial community. This 
includes Federal agencies outside of USGS, States, Counties, Municipalities, and the private 
sector. Since the beginning of 3DEP, NV5 Geospatial has been awarded task orders to collect 
and process over 1 million miles of lidar data for the program. This presentation seeks to 
provide an overview of the 3DEP program, highlight the use cases for the data using NV5 
Geospatial’s own project examples, and look to what is next as the program evolves past the 
initial goal of wall-to-wall coverage of high-resolution elevation data. 


